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NO CHANGE IN RHODESIA 


POLICE have made it an olTence 
^ LD the Salisbury area to publish 
in any form any information aboui 
restricted persons or restricted areas. As 
far as ihc public prints and radio are 
concerned, therefore, Mr. J. Nk—» the 
Rev. N. S—, ihc former prime minister 
Mr. G. T—, and several hundred other 
people are henceforth unpersons /—The 
Observer. 

'The talks must condnuc' say the 
Bridsh Gavemitieni and the opposition; 
yet what h the point when it is obvious 
that the Rhodesian Governtnent will not 
give way? 

In the opinion of this writer, Mr. 
Wilson has already sold out the African 
majority, just by canymg on talking to 
a person such as Tan Smith who is 
obviously not interested in giving any¬ 
thing away at all. Rhodesia in the 
meantime prepares for a Unilateral 
Declaration of Independence that must 
surely come, unless of course Wilson 
does give in. 

When one discusses this problem with 
ordinary people (that is people who gel 
their opnions from the press and tele¬ 
vision) they ah say that the African 
majority cannot rule Ihcm selves, so 
Wilson cannot be blamed and neither 
can Smith. 

The Congo is pointed to as an example 
of the Africans ruling themselves and 
chaos ensuing. id this wriier’s 

JeaKsd-uif-i—the fn the Congo was 

cau.scd through DUtaide interference. If 
the Belgian capHalim had nol backed 
Katanga against Lumumba. Lumumba 
would probably still be alive and be the 
pnmt: mini ler of the Congo. Whether 
the .-^irican is iit or not to govern him- 
h not at issue here. He is not going 
lo govern himself in Rhodesia any more 
thar he in Ghana or Malawi. The 
African is going to 8E governed BY 
OTHERS. Ht is goim* lo do the work, 
and others are going lo reap the benefil, 
whether ihe government is, pink or browrij 
so let us forget that argument. 

TUT REAL BI SINLESS 

^ he busio:. is not aboui whether 
iht Africans urc ready to rule themselves, 
whethcj the African politicians are 
ready to nr in the same way (h^Jl 

Smith and his pmky^ do today. From 
jny cjwii obs^>R'alions I should say that il 
most certainly wnuld. For Smith has 
impriv:>f]ed the opposition, and banished 
whatever liult libL'riy there ever was 
from Rhodesia. He ht- got into power 
using the old trick of wiirning one wetjorr 
of the population how bad it would be 


if another took over. Isn't this what 
Nkruma is doing in Ghana and Banda 
in Malawi? 

The whole point is, however, that 
there is no one African politician in 
Rhodesia whom everyone will obey (apiirt 
from the odd hundred or two ti^uble- 
makers who would be in prison or under 
house arrest) and this is why It's admitted 
that the Africans cannot rule themselves, 
and Wilson and Smith must carty on 
their little game. The ordinary' folk of 
Rhodesia must be kept in their place. 
Her Majesty's Govemmeni has :t quarrel 
with Smith about HOW, that’s all 

THE COMMONWEAiTH 

After a|], we must not see the great 
commonwealth broken up must we? 
That great commonwealili in which some 
people are regarded as more common 
than others, That great multi-racial 
commonwealth in w'hich, strangely 
enough, you are much more hkely to be 
robbed and starved if you are of the 
wrong race. The suppoiters of Mr. Smith 
use as their argument Ihe fact that the 
democracy that they have Slowly built 
up will be destroyed; a democracy where 
you have the vote if youVe clever enough 
(to vote lha right way, and in the nick 
if you’re not). 

British business is inretesicd in 
Rhodesia. Interested in keeping the 
status fluo, and thu* is why rhey are 
5£iiLL ^Ik inir^ -Neithff sit^ rij ^sidexiAg- 


selling the African majority, for they 
are not considering them at all. They 
have other fish to fry. There's no need 
for Lord Salisbury to panic, both Mr. 
Wilson and Mr. Smith have HIS interests 
at heart. 

THE SAME COIN 

In the end the issue \s quite dear. 
Tlicre are colonial mas lets who say 
what they think and do what they say. 
■fhere are ex imperitilists {now disguised 
as democrats) who don’t say what they 
think and dooH do what (hey say; and 
there arc Ihc people of Africa being 
exploited by both, whose lot will never 
change unless they take (heir future in 
their ow'n hands. 

The fascist and (lie liberal are the two 
sides of the same thing. They wani lo 
eat +he same meal, ONLY THE WAY 
THEY DO JT MAKES THE DIF¬ 
FERENCE, but (he dilTerence is only for 
the sdFsaUsfied liberals w-ho are not 
doing the suffering; for the subjugated 
African the truth is that 'to change the 
master is not to be free’. 

jAtStE. 


the kino HM *- Hostel for ihe 

homeless. ^Halfway 

House' as it called, is 

Situated In West M;^llHig. near Maid¬ 
stone in Kern. * there are 
aboui 43 niodiep and over 100 
children. The itself some- 

whal resembleti concentralion 
camp. The fpniihcs live in long 
flimsy huts sliaritig ^vashing Eicilities 
and baths between - families. They 
cook on an oldTasnioned ^oal siovc. 
There i.s no gas. and no electric 
points. They bound by a 

ridiculous sci of I'ules. a copy of 
which a wife has lo sign upon en¬ 
trance. No inloxit^^inis, no animals* 
and worst of all—no men. This 
rule states ‘No accommodation is 
provided for men'- If ihk rule is 
broken, it mcams eviction for ihe 
whole family. Another rule states 
that accomniodalion is provided for 
3 monlh.s only* After that they are 
evicted whether they have found 
somewhere else or not, Ju the 
latter case their children are taken 
aw'ay from them. Uniformed staff 
inspect whenever lliey Hke. Some¬ 
times at 7 a.JiL without bothering 
10 knock. 

On May 5, Sian Daniels, his w'ife 
and 4 children, were evicted from 
ihdr home in Bromley. After 
threats that their children would be 
taken from them—‘being in need of 
proper care and attention'—they 
were forced to move to King Hill. 
When their 3 months had expired 
they had been utiable to find any¬ 
where else. Mrs. Daniels did nol 
move out, Stan moved in. On 
August 31 the KC€ tried to evict 
them, but failed after women and 
children blocked the entrance to the 
Hostel with dustbins. 

After this first success, 13 other 
husbands moved in. On October 4 
the KCC obtained an inlerinr Injunc¬ 
tion enabling them to use force to 
separate the men from their wives, 
if still there after midday on October 
t On October 9 families and sup¬ 
porters held a demonstration in 
Maidstone to prof.est about the 
evicijoiis. Thansiihd.s of leaflets 
_l>ul^iished b y were 

d iStribtited. On QsriDer'2J a public 
meeting was h<^d at the Hostel 
where the families presented a 
charter demanding belter conditions. 
Also a fancy dress party was held 
for the clrildren whti were given 
presents. This was almost broken 
up by the police. Tliey tried 
violently to grab the megaphone 
from Jim Radford,who was getting 
the children into line. Tliis was 
prevented. The Inspector then re¬ 
ferred to the families as scum. 


Life being 

wMinis... 


Angry men and women tried to 
overturn his car. and in his haste 
to escape he shut a little boy in the 
car door. The F^ress were iheti 
cleared from the grounds, one 
photographer got his him con- 
iiscat^. The police eventually left 
unharmed. 

On October 25, several families 
and aboui 50 supporters from the 
Bromley Socialist Actitm Group, 
Kent Solidarity, and Dartford/ 
Bexley Anarchists attended a meet- 
log in Erith addressed by the Rt. 
Hon. R. H, S. Crossman. Minister 
of Housing, who, after repeated 
questions concerning the HosteU re¬ 
fused to answer. After consistent 
heckling and a brief scuffle at the 
door when stewards attempted to 
eject a man who had been distribut¬ 
ing leaflets, a rather stunned 
Minister left the meeting. On 
November E four men were due to 
appear at the Strand High Court 


Two Quotes 


His Lordship: 

His Lordship was satisfied 
that, although this was some¬ 
thing to be regretted and some¬ 
thing w'hich presented grave 
human problems, nevertheless, 
life being w'hat it was and the 
difficulties being what they 
were in relation to housing to- 

no other alternative but to 
insist upon that rule. 


A defendant: 

^We cannot turn our backs 
on our wives under these con¬ 
ditions w4ien they really need 
us. We have respect for the 
law but we cannot turn onr 
backs on them.' 


THE ‘THREE TUNS’ ENQUIRY 


YCND Annual Conference 


T he RlX'ALRy for prttdom inti nor 
this vear’r- Yt Nl> Aiiuuj)il 
ference hdd ar .MahEitnirs G^irwfin Jiall 
un the week I rid OcUibur JOTl. wa* 
cxdu^ii'dy bt’iwuarn iht Aiuj reluct 
wing' tmd the ‘Coiurautiiiil witif of 
YCND, the Tjjhour Parly 
almo&( totally slifliid by tht; di^filusiftn- 
mcn! resulting ffiini one yt^r of ‘f on- 


ANARCHY 57 

WHAT IS 
THE LAW ? 


anarchy is Published by 
Freedom Press at 2s. . 

PP the fim Saturday of every monm 


*^rvat!vc' Gnvvrnnuyit. 

Ap;*rr ffnm ilu; miitdliineous irivia 
ar«d privnit jixus ‘for Ihc gri/idmg of', 
that ihrtAicfi lo drug any peace con- 
Icrcnu. inuji (lie luirc ul lolul irrelevance, 
the tJififcrcncc did contuirt one or Iwn 
btgnjxxtiiit of Ivipe. 

W'aiford VC NU caiuc to ihc Murlling 
cfidnrvLd by tonfcfcmc. 'iluit 
the 1 iriujur dcfiiAC policy w,i\ iio 
tlillcrcfii rhim Ihiil of (he iijn!icrYTi(ivwi', 

Yjuthiill, :i tnl;illy grniij> 

LUiMuO p.r,VLd j rcvoluiior] jjipj>laudin|d: 
rit*ir;Lli>>njrii;nl. with special rL'fcrciice lo 
\'jt.riTjirij, luhI dipiLLiiUiJii liie 'wuikcr^ 
bomb* and tlic donnaucy of tJiu t Nf> 
wing of Ihc I a hour l^u iy; u mnfe 
‘.fHJtiliv molion 4>ri iliv ’wtirkur's biunb' 
cimiinp from Nnrthult Auarvliisis' 
Vf Nl> grrmp |!j was aho pasxcd. 

Sonihull. Jind I Itlnuii YCNj), p,tci*ciJ a 
<1 mnliL>ri til Ling Uic LMinpriign s activjiLcs 
inlo Ihc faclorics: in Ihe u*st of Southall, 
lo (he cxtcjil uf. hi I leasl. token induviutd 
acUon nuaifist iiuilcur wciipuits'. 

Some disconliiiE wui expresse*! with 
ihe ‘coniierviiljvei' of Ihe peace iiiove^ 
men I whir seem in live only ho thdf 
Annual Eaitcr Qnring nnd who ihmk 
C«iitina«d on pagw 4 


AN ARTICLE which 1 wrote for the 
Bristol Universiiy magarine '65' 
cuu-sed a nine-day wonder some months 
back, when the national press pounced 
on it and headlined the ‘allegations’ that 
hemp had bew planted on people 
arrested during a raid on Bristol's 'Three 
Tuns’ public house in St. George’s Road. 
Only FttniiDOM reprinied it in full with- 
out Ihc appropriate distortions. The 
publicity upset George TwisI, our Chief 
Constable, who demanded subslaniiatton 
or a retraction and apology. As a re.'iult 
of this the Naitonal Council for Civil 
Libenies was contacted, and with their 
most helpful assislance siatements from 
people arrented were obLained and pre- 
(vented to llu: Chief Constable with a 
fornnd coniphiint. 

Ibis resnhetl in >in cnipiiry coiuhtcled 
by I wo olhecm Pmiu (ho Stalfordshlfo 
fiircc. Afrei Lon^idcTahle delay this 
jepsjit Inis complelod iK passage ihrnugli 
Ihc lorliious diaiineb ol ofiicialdom iitid 
cimie Ut rcsi un Mr 1 wisi% tiesk. In a 
lei ler haruJed Ut nie ou (kiober 27 he 
informed me Ihul ^le iridependeiil in- 
ve^ligarion mio yout allegations iigainsi 
the Bristol bolKc regurding ihc ‘'1 hrec 
1 univ" iTiiil in Sepiemher l%4 have been 
tliuroughly and independently invest i- 
gjiled hi auviordsioee with Ihe icrriytN of 
seetion of the I'ldite Act LXi4' (.sic). 
On (he advice ol ih^' Direelor ol Ihihlk 
I'lotieciUHMis be the allegalions 

'crihfcly unsub'ilimiiaiL'd' and proposes 
lo take no furlhei nelion on the matter. 
My long slunding request to he allowed 
to sec il copy of fcpori is noi rneii- 
lioned, and imno <^} the specific poinis 
are ill ntiy way rcbi'Eed to. 


BristoLs Watch Committee issued a 
statement the same day to the effect 
that they had 'eomplete confidence in 
the officer?! concerned, and asked the 
Chief Constable to inform them accord¬ 
inglyAccording to the Daily Telegraph 
(October 2&) they also said 'The Town 
Clerk was requested to lake the opinion 
of leading counsel should the officers 
conocmed wish to take any further 
action*. 

rhisi I suppose, is exactly what one 
can expect when the police investigate 
themselves, tt appears that Mr. Twist 
doesn’t intend to let anyone sec the 
reporl, which iH scarcely surprising con- 
side ring some of the aUcgaiions made In 
Ihe siaiemenis given to the enquiry'. I 
for one would be rtio&i inierestwl to see 
liow the eiujuiring oflkers dispose of 
the complaints iituI the inconsistencies 
exposed in Ihe reports of the cmiri pro- 
reediTigs which they wvre askett to stmly, 
Yel, Ivere we are, with nn internal 
i II vest igii lion which lind?i nol ii single 
thing wrong with Ihe police and Iheir 
coiulucl of the raid, and which implies 
I hat the people found nol guilty in 
court, who assvned that hemp had been 
planted in their dothing, were lyirvg or 
somehow ‘mistaken*. Meanwhile the 
‘Three tuns" has been cloHcd down by 
I be brewery, and the landlord and his 
wife, lechnicalty guilty as numtigers of 
premises on which hemp was found, 
have been deprived of their livelihood. 

In British law, xo I hey told us at 
school, justice must not only be done, 
il must also be seen to be done. Maybe 
t’m blind? 

Ian ViistE, 



charged with contentpi. They were 
Stan Danielsi. Roy Mills. Denis 
Sales and Brian Lomas. Suin did 
not ap|:>ear as his wife was in court 
at Maidstone for overstaying her 
time at the Hostel. This case was 
deferred. The judge was quite 
saiisfi^ that they were in contempt 
although pretty strong evidence was 
produced. He made them all sign 
an undertaking saying that they 
would not go to the Hostel except 
between 8 am. and 10 p.rn. on 
Saturdays and Sundays, and 
secondly in a case of emergency 
such as a sick wife or child they 
would first go to a Police Station 
and go to the Hostel accompanied 
by a policeman. 

On November 4, once again 
several families and various sup¬ 
porters attended a meeting in Erith 
this lime addressed by Crossman's 
assistant. Bob Melliiih. Most of us 
were refused admission. About 
half way through, one militant youth 
went to a side door and managed 
lo open it from the inside. We tried 
to push our way in but were stopi^cd 
by police and sLew^ards. After three 
successive tries I managed to 
squeeze my way in. The meeting 
then started to get out of band and 
eventually Mellish stood up and said 
that he had prepared a statement 
for the families, and would address 
them outside after the meeting. 
After cries of ‘Why not inside so 
the voters can hear?' he got up and 
walked out. He then addresstkl the 
families and told them that ibis was 
nothing to do with housing bui 
fact und^“wetiaro^ ^ ^ 

the Minister of Health, How^W^e 
had personally seen the Minister, 
and he assured them that somelhing 
would be done. He agreed that the 
recent judge's decision was com¬ 
pletely ‘inhuman’. 

On November 5, Stan Daniels 
appeared in court. The case was 
over in about ten minutes and Stan 
was made to accept the undertaking. 
The Judge was then handed a letter 
from Brian Lomas and Roy Mills, 
saying that they could not accept 
the undertaking. He called them to 
the front and asked them if they 
fully understood the implications of 
this letter, and did they know that he 
could now' send them to prison. They 
said they did, and assured him that 
they knew what they were doing. 
After saying something about going 
to the Crown Office and arranging 
a hearing he told them that he didn't 
want to hear any more about iu and 
told them lo go away. They have 
now gone back to the Hostel, 

At last it looks like there is a ray 
of hope for these people. If we 
keep the kettle boiling and keep 
hammering the authorities these un¬ 
fortunate people will eventually be 
able lo live in peace and not con¬ 
stantly worrying whether they’ll 
have a roof over their head to¬ 
morrow or not. 

Phil Rei>man, 


King Hill 
Fighting Fund 

Defendants have been refused 
legal aid. 

Money lo be sent to: 

Dr. Don Barrister, 

27 Meadow Walk, Wilmington, 
near Dartford. 


See page 2 for ‘Letter to His 
Lordship* 


























books ? 


We can supply 
any book in print 

MEW BOOKS 

Coiirei«<^ion5 of iio Irish Rebel 

Brendon Behan 30/- 
Ollcercd Elays AJben Camus 30,'- 
Neo^ColaniaUsin; the Last Stage of 
Impenallsm Kwainc Nkrumah 41h 
The European Ri|^t 

(ed.) H. Rogger and E, Webber 63/- 
Jericho Pat Arrowsmitb 21/- 

ITic BiHh rontrollcFs R. Fryer 42/- 
Dog Years Gunther Grass 42/- 

The Most of S. J* Perelman 10/6 

The Stranger Within 

Fabian Study Group 3/6 
The Great W'ar 1914^18 J, Terraiae 63/- 
Thc Unloved Cenmns H. Eich 40/- 
Rebeeea's Daughter Dylan Thomas 25/- 
REPRINl^ 

The Concept of Freedom 

Christopher Caudwell 35/- 
Pnemn Christopher CatKlwell 25/- 


SECONDHAMD 

Germany's Hiller (1938), Heinz A. Heinz 
(faded) 4/-; The Meed for Roots* Simone 
Weil 10/*; Reconstruction by Way of 
the Soil, G. T. Wrench 4/-; lavide Russia 
Today ([958), John Gunther 5/-; The 
Track* Arturo Barea 4/-; The Very Thing 
ihai Happens* Russell Eefson 3/6; Kid* 
dar's Jack Common 3/-; The Social 
Life of AnimaLs* W. C. Alice 4/-; Marrow 
Boat, L. T. C. Rott 3/6; Terror over 
Yugoslavia. Avro Manhattan 8/6; The 
Crime of Sylveslre Bonnard, Analole 
France 4/-; Thais, Auaiole France 4,/-; 
The Red Lily* Anatole France 4/-; 
Principles of Social Reeonstruciion* 
Bertrand Russell 3/6; Marxism. J. M. 
Murry, MacMurray* Holdaway and 
Cole 7/6; The Rise of Democracy, J. 
JToJJand Rose 8/6; Gods Divide, A. 
Howell Smith 3/** 

Freedom Bookshop 

^IQpetk 2 p.111.—5 Jt pm dmUrt 
pA Sstnrdfl^K 

ITa MAXWELL ROAD 
FULHAM SW6 Tel; REN 3736 

FREEDOM PRESS 
PUBUGATiaNS 

SELECriaMS FROM ‘FREEDOM 
Vol 2 1952; Postscript to Posterity 
Vol 3 1953; Colonial iwj on TriaJ 
Vol ^ 1954; Living on a Volcano 
Vol S 1955: The Immoral Moralisl^i 
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waiers 
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era 
Vol B 1958; Sociahsn! in a Wheelehait 
Vol 9 1959; Print, Prm & Public 
%^ol 10 1960: The Tragedy ol AJrica 
Vol n 1%I: The People in the Strcei 
Vol 12 1 962: Pilkingion v, Beechme 
VoJ 13 1963: Forces of Law and Order 

Each volume, pa pet 7/6 cloth 

The paper edition of fhc Selectioni » 


Your Lord-ibipt 

Wc. BRIAN LOMAS and ROY MILLS, 
will he attending your Court at 3 0.30 on 
November 5. We respectfully request 
you to consider the following stafcmcnt. 

In your Court on Monday. November I. 
you pronounced us guilty of contempt of 
court- You did not believe us when we 
said that wc had not flouted the Court 
Order of October 4 by living with our 
wives and children at the King Hill 
Hostel for homeless families, al West 
Mailing. Kent. 

We feel that you came to ihc conclu¬ 
sion thill we were in contempt because 
we openly admitted that we had been 
visiting our faTnilics regularly. Wc do 
not think that the position regarding 
visiting was adequately explained to you 
by those representing us. We would 
like to explain this to you personally and 
properly tiow. 

The interim injunction granted to the 
Kent County Council in the High Court 
on October 4 restrained us from living at 
King Hill Hostel. It did not restrain us 
from visiting. On October 8, we 
appealed against the granting of this 
injunction before the Coun of Appeal- 
Lord Denning, Master of the Rolls, 
rejected our Appeal but he obviously felt 
he had a very strong reason for doing so 
when he said: 'In the ordinary way, 
husbands would go to work and would 
only be there at night. J7ie.se men can 
go and visit their families at any time, 
but they must not steep there^* Please 
sec attached photostat of a press cutting 
from the Evening Siandard of October 8.) 

Enquiries have been made in the ^ 
appropriate offices of the High Courts of 
Justice with the purpose of getting a 
transcript of the proceedings in the Court 
of Appeal on October 8, so that we 
could put Lord Denning's full statement 
before your Lordship. It has been dis¬ 
covered that it is not practice to make 
shorthand notes of the whole of such 
proceedings, and no such notes w'ere 
made in this case. We submit, therefore, 
that the press report quoted above is 
sufficient evidence of Lord Denning^s 
statement conceming visiting times. 

A further reason for our continuing to 
visit our families after October 8 is that 
there is a notice concerning visiting at 
the main enirance to King Hill Hostel. 
This notice measures about four feet by 
three feet. In letters two inches high, it 
states: 

'ALL ENQUIRIES TO THE 
WARDEN^S OFFICE UNLESS VISIT¬ 
ING A FAMILY QUARTER AT THE 
OCCUPANT'S REQUEST.' 

According to this notice, anybody can 
visit our wives—except us! 

On Monday. November I. you ruled 
That we can only visit our wives and 
families on Saturdays and Sundays except 
in the case of an emergency—such as 
illness of a wife or child—and (hat in 
such an emergency we must lirsl go to 
a police station and get a police officer 
to escort us into King Hill Hostel and 
that he must remain there until we come 
out again. This raises all sorts of 
questions which were not stated or con¬ 
sidered. For example, will the police 
accept oiff interpretation of an 'emer¬ 
gency'? Will a police officer he im- 
mediaiely available when we inform them 
of the emergency? Is the police officer 
to travel with us on the bus from West 
Mailing Police Station to King Hill 
Hostel (a distance of over two miles) or 
is the police officer to escort in a police 
car? How long are wc allowed to stay 
in the hostel in an emergency? 

It is also obvious that there is consider- 


Letter to His Lordship 


able confusion the Kent County 
Council about visiiLing and visiting times. 
On Wednesday, October 20. the Health 
and Welfare 

Chairmanship of pr. A, FJlioll. The 
Committee amended rule 5 of the King 
Hill rules of conducL The old rule 5 
used to read 'Normal visiting at week 
ends only. Special visiTs can only be 
made by prior arirnig^^rncol with the 
Officer-in-^Charge'. It was amended to 
read as follows : Wistting between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays 
only. Special visits can only be made by 
prior arrangement with the Officer-in- 
Charge\ 

Notification of ihis amended rule was 
given in writing to most of the mothers 
at King Hill, on October 22, But not 
one husband, nor any other possible 
visitor was notified. The notice at the 
main entrance remains in its original 
form, to this very day. 

WE FEEL that THE HEALTH 
AND WELFARE COMMITTEE OF 


THE KCC HAVE OPENLY FLOUTED 
LORD DENNINGS STATEMENT 
(QUOTED ABOVE) ABOUT VISIT- 
ING TIMES WE FEEL THAT IT 
WAS REASONABLE FOR US TO 
BELIEVE, AS WE DID, THAT LORD 
DENNING'S STATEMENT AS 
QUOTED IN THE PRESS CARRIED 
MORE AUTHORITY IN THE MAT¬ 
TER OF VISITING TIMES THAN 
THE CONFUSION ON THE SUBJECT 
SHOWN BY THE KENT COUNTY 
COUNCIL AND ITS HEALTH AND 
WELFARE COMMITTEE. 

Wc arc finding it exeremely difficult to 
abide by your Lordship's ruling on the 
question of visiting. Our wives and 
families, because of their homelessness, 
were in a very distressed condition even 
before entering King Hill KosleL In 
spite of the appalling conditions in the 
hostel, their distress w-as somewhat les¬ 
sened as long as we could visit them 
daily, or at least several times a week* 
Now that we arc only allowed to visit 


I HAVE reviewed paintings under 
many contrived conditions and in 
many an odd gallery. Whether it w'as 
standing on the public pavement, the 
silence of the private house, the 

any pub, the suicidal tiny attic 

or the dirt crawling cellar, one 
thing WHS parnmouril and that was the 
dignity of the painief, for it was accepted 
that without the painter there was nothing 
and in that small moment in time and 
space he is given Ihe full honour of one 
who has to give and wc stand happy and 
eager to receive. It has been left to 
our grey and flabby faced bureaucracy 
lo achieve the nj.dir of human undcr- 
standing and good lasle. 

Whoever was responsible for the 
handling ot the Arthur Kocstler Award 
Scheme. Hmm' 0$ci\ WhitehaU, S.lF.l, 
went through his motions with such 
clammy insensitivity that a display of 
public vomiting would be a worthy 
comparison. Arthur Koestlcr having 
been imprisoned by the Spanish. French 
and Britjsh Eslyblishmcnts in that order 
of priority^ dei-if'^TL-Some^ years ago. to 
help those aiptivfc-|tnesis of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth 11 by providing annual 
awards to prisoners in order to encourage 
them to produce some form of creative 
work. If properly handled it was a happy 
idea and, as all good .schemes should, it 
threw up its on grand scundaie dv tout 
le monde when it hecamc known that the 
novel Young and Sensitive by Don 
Robson that won the first prize in the 
1963 Koestler Award was a well sprung 
con job. Ex-prisoner Robson had 
laboriously spent his cell time in copying, 
in longhand, an American unsaleable 
paperbacked novel fires of Yomh by an 
unknown and untraceable author Charles 
Williams, Robson submitted this 
phigiarised work as Ihe firsl fruit of hfs 
own creative, new-born genius, and 
walked oiT with the first prize and a 
contract with the publishing firm of 
Hutchinson. There is now a dull beating 
of breasts in (he back rooms and the 
casting of baleful eyes in the dircciion of 
Green, Peters, Priestley, Pritchett and 
Toynbee for handing out the loot, yet 


ROUND THE 
GALLERIES 

thei^ starrj' eyed literati were in ihe right 
in that they merely gave an opinion on 
a work of art placed before them for 
the authorship was not Iheir problem. If 
they madt fools of themselves by handing 
otii diclums that might have recoiled 
upon them that is their own personal 
problem. 

As for Robson and his con trick, let 
the man keep the prize and simply alter 
the rules of reference for the Koesiler 
Award was specifically inslitutcd to 
encourage prisoners lo do some form of 
creative work and if pulling the rug 
from under the feet of pomposity' is not 
creative then we are all in for a long 
hard haul to the grave. But a Don 
Robson was,^orely needed at this year’s 
exhfhltion of Kot^stlei Awvrd Scheme* 

There within Charing Cross Under¬ 
ground Station, for one brief week, w^as 
exhibited the work of incarcerated men 
and the, with wbul adjective can one 
describe hum?* person responsible for this 
study of mass humiliation had placed a 
fully uniformed prison warder tn public 
charge of the exhibition and that the 
point should not be lost on the drifting 
travellers He had plastered this exhibi- 
lion with recruiting forms advertising for 
prison warders (£13 I Os. fid* a week with¬ 
out overtime). To apply for a catalogue. 

/■///! uni of them sir\ one had to 
stand before a prison w^arder at his desk 
and to seek informa Lion one had to 
wait while uniformed pockets were un¬ 
fastened and thumbed notebooks studied, 
'Vndersiiind this, sir. AJr. Koesiler wuj 
mif ti criminal even if, as you say, he'd 
been m prison three times because they 
were for political offencesf 

Will they never learLi, these stupid 
people, that the only thing you can rob 
a man of is his dignity as a man and that 


Anarchist Federation of Britain 

Co-ordiamtiaf Secretary : Frank Hirahfidd, 4 Albert St*, London, N W.l. 


available to readera of FREEDOM 
at S/6 FKist free 

VERNON RICHARDS 
Malatesia: Hit Life and ld«as 
doth 21/s paper 10/6* 

£* MaLATESTA 
Anarchy Paper If 


PROUDHON 

Whal i& Property? doth 41/- 

ALEXANDER BERRMAN 
ABC of Arurchiam paper 2/6 

HERBERT READ 

Poeirv A Anarchiam pap er 1/6 

ALEX COMFORT 
Delinquency 6d, 

PAUL ELTABACIIER 
4narchiim (Seven Ex pone ms of the 
Anarchist Philosophy) cloth 2l/« 

RUDOLF ROCKER 
NationmUBm and Culture 
Cloth 21/- 


CHARI.E^ MAH JIN 
Towards a f ret Society 2/6 

JOHN HEWSXKOfV 
Ul-Heahb, Poverty and thu Siair 
doth 2/6 fjaper 1/- 

VOLINE 

Nineteen-Seventeen (The Rus.si:iJi 
Revolution Betrayed) cloth 12;6 
The Unknown Revolulinn 
(Kronstadt 1921, Ukraine I9IS-2U 
cloth 12/6 _ 

E* A* GUTKIND 

The Expanding Environment 

(Uiuatrated) boards 8/6 

6BORGE BARRETT 

Whs Fir« Penon (Selections) Z/f 


London Anarchist Group 1&2 

*Lacnb artd Plag\ Rose Street, off Garrick 
Street, London, W.C.Z. (Leicester Square 
tube) 7*43 p.m. All welcome. 

Sundays. 

NOV 14 Philip Sansom 

Just Talking 

NOV ZJ Axd Ncy-Hoch 
Join ilitf Police Forcel 

NOV 27 Arthur Uioth 
Propagating Ihc Fatih 

Public Meefjnp every Sunday Hyde Park 
3 p.m. Correspondence to: D. Bclfi JO 
Gilbert Place, W.C.L 


OFF-eENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

3rd Wednesday of each month at lack 
Robinson and Mary Canipa's, 2J Rum- 
bold Rd.. S.W.6 (of? King's Rd,). 8 p.m. 

Laal Thnrjrthiy in motith: At George 
Hayes'. l?4 McJjcod Road. S.E.2. 

Ind FridJiv ji( Brian Leilic's, 242 Ames- 
bury Avenue, S,W.2 fStrcalhom Hill, 
Nr. Station). 

3rd Friday of each month at B p.m at 
Donald & Irene Rooum's, 148a Fellows 
Road. Swiss Cottage, N.W.3. 

Firsl and I bird Tuesday of each month 
at A. W. UlothX 24 Curtain Road, E*C*2, 
8 p.m. (entrance thro ugh cafe). 


THE LONDON INDIVIDUALIST 
ANARCHIST GROUP meets the second 
Sunday of each month at 10 Churton 
Street, Victoria, S.W 1 (off Vauxhall 
Bridge Road) at B p*m. 


REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

ni^XLlOY anarchist group. Cor- 

respondence to Paul Wildish, 2 Cumbrian 
Avenue, Barnehursi. 

BIRMINCHIAM ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Details of meetings from Peter Neville, 
12 South Grove, Brdington, B'hmni, 23. 

BORDER FEDERATION OF ANAR¬ 
CHISTS. Correspondence: John Stark, 
39 Scott .Sfreci, Gal aphids, 

BRISTOL federation. Enquiries to 
Ian Vrnc, 3 Freeland Place, Hot wells, 
Bristol, 8. 

CARDIFF anarchist GROUP, Con¬ 
tact Mike Crowley, 36 Whitaker Koad, 
Tremorfa, Cardiff. 

DUNDEE GROUP contacis: (i) Bob 
and Una Turnbull. Peddic Street, 
Dundee. Meetings Peddie Street. 
Dundee, every ^ 

Sheila Whittaker, 64 Polepark Road, 
Dundee. 


GIASGOW ANABCTflST GROUP 
ONE, Correspondence to Robert Lyrtn, 
2b Saracen Head Lane. Glasgow, C.l. 
Meetings al Horseshoe Bar, Drury Street. 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. 

MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP* 
Contact: Mike Mitchell, 3 Bakewell 
Road, DroyUden. Meetings alternate 
Tuesdays, 8 p.m. at the Lord Nelson, 
Chapel SireetK Manchester and socially; 
vs'cck-ends at the Rising Sun, Albert 
Square, Manchester. 

ILFORD LIBERTARIANS. Regular 
meetings and direct action contact 212 
Vicarage Road, Leyton, E.IO, 

MERSEYSIDE FEDERATION. 
Enquiries: Berbarm Reath&w, 4 CUreace 
Road, Devomhire Pmrk, lirkeithMd, 
Cheshire. 

NORTH-WEST ESSEX. Meetings on 
the first Saturday of each month at 
7.3(1 p.m. at Robert Barllrop’s, The 
Old Vicarage, Radwinier. near Saffron 
Waldron. 

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Knock holt, Nr. Sevenoaki, Kent. Every 
si]; weeks at Greenways, Knockholt. 
Phone: Knockholt 2316. Brian and 
Maureen Richardson. 

OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP, Con¬ 
tact H, G. Mellor, Merton College, 
Oxford, 

SURREY ANARCHISTS ire invited to 
meetingB on the first Thursday of every 
month at Chris Tomincc's (63 North 
Street. Oirshalton, Surrey—please ring 
three times). Meetings 7.30 p.m. 
SOUTHALL ANARCHIST GROUP, 
Get in touch with Roger Sandell, 58 
Burns Avenue, Southall, Middlesex. 


l*FrrER WAS put btiM 
Ju^cT I awton iui Couril 
when Brian Loma^ and Roy 
drtised him. |i js rcUasad pub 
by B. Lomas and R Mills. 


them at ends their t^ress Q 

becoming pitiful and hcanbreaking &nm 
of our children are fretting for m and 
becoming ill Our wives are getting near 
to ner^'ous breakdowns. Dur families 
have committed no crime, The fault for 
our homelessness docs not lie with ua. 
On carefully reconsidering our actions 
of the past weeks, wc are now conrineed 
that we have commilicd no crime cither. 
On the contrary. We believe wc base 
done the right, proper, and moral thing, 
which ought lo be the natural duty of 
every good citizen and husband, 

Wc feel we must continue to do our 
duty We must continue to do what wip 
consider the right thing. Wc must there¬ 
fore inform your Lordship of our inten¬ 
tion to be free from now on to visit our 
wives and children whenever posstblc, to 
comfort, console, reassure and help them, 
Your Lordship, 

We nerrmin. 

Yours sincerely, 

BaMN Lom.4s and Rov Mills. 


this is whnt poverty* imprisonmeni and 
herded labour does* and that patronage, 
be U private, public or prison, does not 
alleviate this evil but ts merely a form of 
black chnrity that degrades both giver 
and ^ccei^'e^. There lire two answers 
for Kocstler in his attempt to help the 
men and women behind burs and Ihii 
does not lie in simply herding ihcir 
creative work before n swinish and in- 
dtlFercnt public as an opixvriunity for a 
five minutes of instaiit giggle. 

If he va|ue!i the digniiy of these men 
and women ns individuals then they 
should never be segregated, and if this 
dreary type of exhibition must be given, 
then every one within the prison confines 
should be encouraged to stibmit work* 
This means the Witrders, the official, the 
medical staff, the civilian adrninisiraijon 
staff* yea, even to the prison governor, 
for only when their nameless work join 
the other namclesfi works in these exlbbi' 
lions can it truly be held to be prison no, 
and who would dare lo dogmatise when 
the daub that one was knocking might 
be by the chief medical JIMP. 

The other way out foi AvwJfar k* 
syphon the priMin work unobtrusively 
into the public domain wilhoul the dirty 
hands of authority pubiicly pushing and 
fouling it- Damn the authorities for their 
help and their hindrance, for they will 
shrug off the failures and lake full credit 
for the successes. Visurdisc ihe prison 
work of Bertram Russell or Fuchs publicly 
displayed as pan of a recruiting drive for 
prison warders and the sheer imbecility 
of this e.xhibition becomes apparent. 

But, in all honesty, one must record 
that there is little merit in the work ex¬ 
hibited in this current e.vhibiilon and 
the kindest thing would have been to 
have had it entered in the various 
amateur art shows within the London area, 
as the local Hammersmith art group does, 
for within thi-s framework it could stand 
or fall on its own merit and this is, m 
that old final analysis, all you can offer 
an artist. But the clowns in High Office 
have decreed otherwise. The first three 
prizes went in this order: Biundestonc 
CofvtfnLwd on paga I 


WEST HAM ANARCHISTS, Contact 
Mr* Karl Taylor. 9S Clova Road, Forest 
Gate. London, E.7. Meetings on Wednes¬ 
days, 


PROPOSED GROUPS 

CORNWALL ANARCHIST GROUP. 

Interested? Please write Derek Toman, 
46 Weeth Lane, Caiti borne, Cornwall. 
MANCHESTER L NIVERSITY CROUP. 
Anyone interested please contact Bill 
Jamieson, c/o Students' Union* OJtford 
Road, Manchester. 

NORTHOLT ANAROHSIB. Projected 
formation of group contact lim Huggon. 
173 Kinfihill Aventw, Northolt, Middle* 
sex or Mias lean McL^n. 6 Epsom Oosc, 
Nortliott Put. Middlesex. 

LEWISHAM, LONDON, S,E. Have 
baby. Can't travel Seek sympathisers/ 
comrades in area. Mike and Alison 
Malet, fil Granville Park, S.E.I3. 

GI.4SGOW ANARCHIST GROUP 
TWO, Anyone interested contact Joe 
Embleton* 11 Baliol Street. Glasgow-* 

READING AND DISTRICT. Anybody 
interested in a revival of group, contact 
Roy St- Pierre and Max Playfer. 24 
Morgan Road, Reading or Mike Bloom. 
Si. Patrick's Hull fH.US). Northcoun 
Avenue, Reading. 


ABROAD 

NEW ZEALAND. Auckland Anarchist 
Group. Public Meetings every Sunday 
in Myeri Park at 2 p.m. 
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Wc nrc 'Sorry lo announce that our 
(ricmi. Kiirl WaUcr, died in London 
last month at the age of ?^5- 

He came from a mustcnl family. His 
fiilhcr an organist at Edinburgh, 
whose parents were a German composer 
and an Austrian singer settled in 
Swiizeriand: ht$ mother was the dnughter 
of a Yorkshire composer. He had no 
memory of his parents, who both died 
of tuberculosis in their Iwenlics. He was 
brought up with his brother by an aunt, 
and educated in England, Switzerland 
and Italy. In his iw'enties he got over 
the chest trouble that seemed to threaten 
him with his parents' fate, and, after 
w'orkitig in North and South .America, he 
settled in the Old Town at Bordigher^ 
on the Italian Riviera, did some social 
work w’ith Grinling in Woolwich, and 
met such people as Keir Hardic and 
Kropolkin, Keir Hardie came to visit 
him in Bordighcra, and Kropotkin intro¬ 
duced him to the Engli^ anarchists. 

He wrote occasionally for Freexxim, 
and he was one of the two English dele¬ 
gates to the International Anarchist 
Congress at Am.sterdam in 1907; the other 
was his friend, Tom Keell, then the 
printer and later the editor of Freedom. 
In 1904 he had married Margaret Hardy, 
an American girt he met in Italy. In 1908 
he went to the United States, and w^orfced 
for the Kansas City Star until the Great 
War. He then reitimcd to England, and 
worked as a journalist to help bring 
America into the War, He told Keell, 
who was holding Freedom to its anti-war 


position despite the opposition of Kropot’ 
kin, that he thought ‘we had to win the 
war in order to secure, among other 
things, the freedom to argue against 
fighting that or any other war'. After 
this he drifted away from Ihe anarchists. 
Ho had always been interested in the 
co-operative movemeni, and in 1924 he 
became the first Secretary of the Founda¬ 
tion for Agricultural Co-operation 
founded by his friend, Horace Plunkett, 
In 1934 he retired to Bordighcra to write. 
He hud always been interested in syndi¬ 
calist idca.s, and he had some sympathy 
with the syndicalisi aspect of Italian 
Fascism; but his qualified support didn't 
help when Mussolini declared war in 
1940, and he and his wife had to flee the 
country'. After the War they returned 
to Bordighera, where she died in 1953, 
He then divided his life between England 
and Italy, until he settled down for the 
last time in London in 1963. He re¬ 
married in 1957, and again in 1965, 

He returned in old age to the anarchism 
of his youth, and wTote occasionally for 
Freedom again. He called himself an 
anarchist communist, but he W'as really 
an extreme individualist, as he had been 
all his life. He wrote several books, of 
which the most imenesting is his un¬ 
published autohiogra^y; extracts from 
it have appeared in the Utiiversity 
Ubertarian and FIieedom. 

We arc glad Co publish a memoir of 
Karl Walter by his only son. Dr. Grey 
Walter, of the Burden Neurological 
Institute, Bristol, 


OUT OF THIS Wi 


‘Organise the Dissenters’-^«ssy Ouir in ‘Sanity’ 


KARL WALTER 1880-1965 


O F the 300 or so people who died in 
Greater London on October 18, 1965, 
one was Kari Walter For periiaps the 
tenth time he became a statistic, a dead 
number in the mechameal memory of 
Government Ht icccptcd this role with 
as good a gmec as he had on the other 
occasions w'hcn he was forced to identify 
with ‘Them'—birth, mairiagcs, and 
National Reg^stniLiom As an anarchist 
from 'way back be could laugh at the 
rulcDi' concern with his maierial existence 
and even manipulate their machinery to 
suit his ends. He never made more 
than enough money to live on in the way 
be warned lo live, with time for friend- 
hip. poetry and leisure. He had several 
generous friends w'ho gave him enough 
money to educate me at quite expensive 
£>L4bfisJiment£, and to live in reasonable 
omfort much longer than he expected 
to. He regisicrcd a ioumalist 
and cvea in ibis v^icarion, which vn^ 
only a pan ^ hr, nctiviiy, h. was 
improbably versatiic. The jobs he 'vv'as 
mewt proiid of were writing for Freedom 
and. of all other piiblicatinns, the Kansas 
City Swr Perhaps it can be taken ns a 
symbol of his paradoxical effectiveness 
thill both papers arc still running, at 
the opiXJsiu: poles of political bias, still 
powerful reprcsenlaLives of British Anar¬ 
chism and mid-Weslem Republicanism. 

Hri vwn wriung covered an equally 
wide range Co-operation and Democracy 
in Italy (during Fascism), a sdeniific book 
ufr the Brarm and science fiction with me. 
and much poelry^ a volume of w'hich he 
had ptinicd -md privately circulated only 
few month,- before his dcalh. Even in 
hi> poetry he found most pleasure in the 


iiound the Galleries 

Continued from page 2 
for a sketchbook full of Yeatsian 
hnivado: Wandsworth for a brash and 
crowded canvas, daiofily liilcd ‘Mealtime’, 
of men qi-uioK lo empty their pisspois; 
and Mos^ Side prison for iwo religious 
piiiniines of raw and hewvy handed brush- 
work. 

1 for my pan, would havt choi:,:n a 
HJundcsion pencil drawing of a child for, 
dcspjie it* inat^-urate drawmg of 
drapenc-, it Int- a beautiful and delicate 
use of pencil, and Mancht »er for his 
winier Iand^M,,ipe with it^ lunhnous depth 
and casual UtriUo modelling of houses 
But ro Blundcstone. Wandsworth. Mtv 
Side and Manchester, whoevtr you may 
be, greetings and good wishes rrorn 
Maxwell Road. 

AuriU M Movsi 


most highly disciplined forms—Acrostic 
sonnets to people he loved and meticu¬ 
lous transiaiions from Russian, Latin 
and dialect Italian, In his last years, 
having rented a flat from a Hellenic 
^holar, he set himself to kam Greek in 
the hope of extracting more delicate 
meanings from the classical love poems. 

Kart VVaIter's philosophy of life owed 
more to his personal friends than to his 
education, which was conventional 
although cosmopolitan. He spent many 
years in Italy, at the turn of the ccnlury, 
in the 30's and after World War 11, He 
loved the country, its people and lan¬ 
guage not only for their mrmih and 
supjerficial charm but even more for the 
deeply rooted individuality which is con¬ 
cealed from more casual ftalophiles by 
material beauty. His anarchist convic¬ 
tions and integrity met their severest lest 
when he was living in the Old Town 
of Bordigliera during the fascist epoch. 
He lost several friends by his reasoned 
iipoioi^cs for JuaJian Fascisn> during the 
Abyssinian and Spanish Wars, and it was 
indeed hard to find any good or hope in 
Italy in those days, Karl, however, 
found many old friends in Mussolini's 
gang, like the Dr/ce himself, Socialists by 
upbringing, and now syndicalists by 
circumstance. It was the strain of syn¬ 
dicalism in the Corporative State that 
gave Kari hope of positive evolution. As 
a close friend and follower of Edward 
Carpenter, Peter Kropotkin and Keir 
Hardie* he could not think in simple 
dialecUCBi terms. He realised sadly that 
before the state could wither it would 
inevitably put out some exotic carniver- 
ous blooms which might contain the 
seeds of future tyranny—or of freedom. 

In many ways Karl was a modest 
pioneer. When he wa,s first married, he 
and my mother lived in two rooms in 
Bordighera Old Town among the 
pcas;ml$ and fishermen, rejecting the 
typical bourgeois society of the pros¬ 
perous English Colony in which he had 
grown up and where I hey slill had many 
friends. At the same lime he was work¬ 
ing as a hank clerk in Ihe English Bank, 
and in World War IJ he resumed this 
ironical activity in the Malian Department 
of the Bank of England, where also he 
made many dose friends, Al that time 
my parents were very poor. Jived on 
bread and oil and tomatoes, and bathed 
only in the sea; he wore a beard and 
home-made sandals, and 60 years later 
would have been called a beatnik. Thdr 
friends were the Socialists, humanisis, 
resoliuionalies and artists of the period; 
they succeeded in gctiing u sociaJisi 
eke ted mayor, and my molher wiis 
appointed Inspector of Sthools in this 
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The wilson-smith a*ff-hangcT over 

Rhodesia contimied nddiliomil 

thrill thrown in of Govemmem's 
majority being furihcf reduced by the 
death of an MP in ^ marginal con* 
sLituency. Westmin^^^r constituency 
inevitably returned fl T'ory nlthuugfi u 
Labour candidate and a Liberal candi¬ 
date met a convinced Tory in Bucking¬ 
ham Palace who thought Sir Alee 
Dougla.s-Home was marvellous and were 
very sorry he resigned- Phe Liberal candi¬ 
date said, *Condiiionsin Ihe Palace did not 
seem lo be at all baiT, The Liberal 
candidate said. ‘They (m Buckingham 
Palace) are such nice people—absolutely 
lively and well-informc4 1 had two of 
the best political discu^ons I have had 
in the whole campaigii in there, Wc 
canvassed ihe silver pantry and the linen 
room. Jl was very beautiful silver, 
beautifully polished'. The Tory candi¬ 
date said, ‘1 do not fc^l that it is right 
to use the ekclors liviog at Buckingham 
Palace for purposes of publicity'. He 
did not send a canvaafer. The Liberal 
lost his deposit, ., , 

A LIBERAL MP took tfic post of deputy 
Chairman of Ways add Means in the 
House of Commons, forfeiting his voting 
rights and di-scnfranchi|^ his electorate 
and securing the GosernmenPs majority 
of three, The Liberals,moved into Smith 
Square lo be with il^ other political 
parties. The Post nfficc delivered the 
Labour Party's mail 'a the Liberals on 
the first working day. . 

Mr. JIM WELLBELOVt:D the Labour candi¬ 
date for Erith and ^Jkyford said at a 
noisy election meeting that he sym¬ 
pathised with die p1i[;|lt of people who 
had been evicted from) their homes. He 
accused '.Anarchist, Trotskyist and 
Socialist action' move nents of exploiting 
for Iheir own purposeithe real suffering 
of those without hor.^i . . , 

The no-hanging bill, a private memberis 
bill sponsored by MrJ Sidney Silverman 
was given a third rea^ iag in the House of 
Lords and the Hous^'of Lords passed 
Lord Arran's bill to legalise homosexual 
practices between ^^nsenting adults in 
private (this is unJi; to pass in the 
House of Commons Miich is necessary 
before it becotries The widow of 

the late Speaker if* the—House vms 
awarded by biU a ^sion of £32 a w‘eek* 
it was pointed oiJF that the pension for 
MP's widows was only £300 per 
year. , . , 

During a week In which the Dm7.v 
Mirror was denoundrig Trade Unioms, 
Lewis and Waiters, a building firm of 
Coventry had announced a plan (later 
withdrawn) to dismiss 300 employees on 
December 3 and reengage them three 
days later in order to avoid provisions 
of redundancy compertsiuion law. 

The United Steelworkers Union of 


An>ericii endorsed President Johnsonii 
Policy in Vietnam* the United Auto 
Workers Union said that this policy was 
Insuring against Communist miNlary 
Victor)' while holding forth the hand of 
unconditional negotiations.' The Council 
of the US 13.000,0(X)-member AFL-CIO 
declared that ‘the turn in the tide in the 
struggle confirms the soundness of our 
Government's policy of defeating Ihe 
forces of Communist subversion and 
aggression and promoting social and 
economic reconstruction\ , . . 

The Danish FtNANO- ministry admiitcd 
that it had sent bank shares valued at 
about £150*000 lo a pulping-miil believing 
that they were worthless cinema tickets* 
A court dispute about an estate of 
£6,(KX)*000 was settled after three years. 
Legal costs amounted lo £1,000 an hour 
at one time. The Judge's fife was 
insured by the estate for £300*000 during 
the hearing of the case. . * * 

Meanwhile, the us played havoc with 
its friends, accidentally bombing the village 
of De Due and another village killing 49 
civilians and wounding 55. It was said 
that the accident at Dc Due was the 
result of the transposition of two digits 
in the co-ordinates of a target. A 
C:anberra dropped three bombs on South 
Korean troops whom it was supposed to 
be supporting in an action against the 
Vielcong. One Korean was killed and 
four injured. A South Vietnam major 
was arrested by police invesiigating the 
death of hts wife, a Master Sergeant 
known as Tiger Lady', A Vietnamese 
farmer, Nguyen Van Chin was operated 
upon for the removal of a hand grenade 
from his back. He had been walking 
around with the grenade embedded in his 
back for eight days. He is reported to 
have said on sitting up in the hospital 
bed* ‘1 must get back. The crops have 
to be planted'. A young Quaker set 
fire to himself on the steps of the Penla- 
gon as a protest against the Vietnam 
war* bystanders took away his young 
child from him before he set fire to 
himself. . . . 

The united states ini-ormation service 
mysteriously informs 'As a matter of 
fact* Mr. Moyers disclosed* when high 
policy questions were at issue in private 
meetings al the While House* the two 
Cabinet officers (Mr* McNamara and 
Etcan Rusk) would somelimcs discuss 
them from each other's viewpoint'. No 
doubt exhausted by this, Dean Rusk was 
announced to be Taking a few days off 
for some rest/ , * * 

NrwswECK carried an advertisement by 
Warner and Swasey, Precision machinery 
manufacturers of Cleveland, headed THE 
WORDS MEN LIVE BY, Patriotism. 
Loyally. Self-respect. Decency. Honour. 
VVork' and goes on 'These arc the labels 
of ihe ideaU which built this country, 
saved the world. sliU feed the hungry 
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A DDRESSING A C.'\PACJTY audience 
:ii the 'Lnmb and Flag' on Sunday 
I November 7), George Melly commented 
on the rcsiriciions imposed on his book 
Owrihtg^up. 'Censori^lsip still exists," he 
said, 'and we must ffampaign to uboiish 
IL .\11 that has happened since “Lady 
Chatterley'’ is that publishers are forced 
lo listen to the printer’s lawyer, as it is 
the printer's livelihood that is irraiionnlly 

surprising community. Even as avowed 
atheists, he and my nruuher were asked to 
be godparents to several local children, 
and so deep mid lusting was the respect 
of ihc townsfolk that, when my mother 
died there 5(1 years later* ihc church and 
conn nunc asked ihiiishc should he hurjed 
in Ihc local Cat hoi ic cemetery, even 
when wc rcluM^d rN funeral rites and 
LL'fc monies. Her anartu trieudv aud god- 
Lhildfcfi and children stdl pul 

lloweu tUl Jrei grave 

I here lan be no lluwers tut KaiTv 
grave, !i*r we had m' funeiid and we do 
nul know wluii *u when.- hiv ht»dy 
linally dtslroyed boineluno. when 
dying seemed m I'* niore llviin usually 
\iVk\j\ during war or illiies>, la- and J 
douis'wd tntr vici^:;* ol rnorialiiy and 
agreed tlmt fi'f , Necro¬ 

phobia and Netiopbilia weic phaulnm% 
ol aneiciU igmuaii*-^ and superMuion. 
In |h* ' .^elH^L*■lle^i^^l novel w'e wmie 

logeificr Wi vod ^ J ho|K‘ ihat by 
uoag Ihe ('irtitipl^Y'^id m>i ihe bogey 
wtird fh I 11"-* 

aililude I ha I I buve unwuds my own 
. . . l o N Ihe 



lending-tU'/cro 


of bchaviuui, cannot he 


e X pc 


iienccO. iirtJ I’c feuref. 

W.G W. 


at Slake, He wnli look at books more 
cauiiously and will ask for deletions.' 

The word 'cunt', he said, had two 
meanings* that of a fool and that of 
vagina. In his book whenever he used 
Ihc word 'cunt' as an expletive it was 
allowed. When he referred 10 the 
vagina he was asked to change ihc text. 
He had to omit Ihc following sentence 
with W'hich he wanted to end his book: 
The real cunt in a man's life is w-orih a 
t h ousa n d k nee ■ I rem hies'. 

Nevertheless, he thought, wc were 
moving slowly tow'nrds an anarchist out¬ 
look. The revolution will not come a bout 
by everybi>dy rushing into Ihc streets and 
digging up the tniving stones but will 
be inside ciich individuars head, ('Might 
as well give up.* said an inlerjcctor 
■Ves', replied Melly. 'give up your crow^ 
bar') 

He thought the present proseculion of 
the publishers of Gotdrn CftttvitlvultL\ 
was (III anachronism, The old niungy 
lion of authority is pouusing on a lame 
aivimul outside ihc herd.' Auihority is 
taking advantage of the fiuT ihul Dave 
( Linlilk is noi a rich puhlisher, the old 
lion still wants its innind of flesh I’hcy 
would not prosecute an esuihlishcd firm 
like Michael Joseph's bad tJtey pub!lulled 
the (ntldrti f oro'd/riifiM. 'Ftihlhbrn 
mu If hitml titui hrip thivr f ’uu- 

jlif/i ht‘ wud* 'it H'if.v ttt thrir 

jii^< 

OuLsriitn lime ihnl loJ lowed wjis in 
no way eommtmsurak* with tiic* qunfity 
of iJie lecture: J would like to refer 
soiiiradcs to Vofine's hook on how anar* 
chUi\ conduct their me^ciings. Shouting 
each other down is no advertisement for 
Ihe free society wc advocate. R. 


and vupjTOTt Ihe old uid sick. Him 
things are the only hope of the f ofnrr. 
Courts may seem to condone t i caa^ 
labour leaders downgrade hard W Tg fc, 
theatres show filth, polilidans smirk al 
dishonour, and ic»o many sneer tt self* 
respect. But in spite of nil thexc. thcri 
nre slill hundrctls of ihousands of Boy 
Scouts und Girl Scouts; ihouisnnds who 
work without pay for Red Cross and 
Family Service; there is slill Junior 
Achievement: there are churches so 
crowded they hold two services every 
Sunday; still Americans who volunteer 
for dangerous action in the Armed 
Services; still hundreds of thou-sands too 
self-respecting to go on relief so long 
as they can get any work of any kind; 
there are slill couniJcis boys who get up 
at five in the morning to carry ncw‘spapcrs 
or shovel snow or run errands; slill hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of men and women 
who do two jobs so they can help buy 
an education for p ^n or a home for old 
parents. Yes, somehow^ in spile of the 
greedy who want something for nothing, 
most of America is still the land of the 
free and the home of the brave, Don*i 
anytmr dare try to change itJ . * * 

Further in Newsweek a correspondent 
writes, 'I have never condoned US 
involvemeni in South-east Asia but 
recently had nearly resigned myself to 
accepting the Administration's policy as 
the only road lo negotiations and main¬ 
tenance of our national integrity, I am 
wondering now*. . At this point the 
text is interrupted by eight pages of 
advertising for a KLM Mediterranean 
cmisc: a Berlitz course: ihe United 
Nations Plaza (a hotel); a movie camera; 
Reader's Digest boosting its advertising 
pull for Contuc—a cold remedy (n.b, not 
a cure); builders of cars for liquid fer¬ 
tiliser; Kimberley Clark printing and 
business papers; and a half-page Glen- 
eagles raincoats then the letter finishes, 
'if the “integrity" of the United Slates 
can be placed above the right of this 
(Vietnamese) woman to a life without 
suffering'. . , , 

Jon Qujxon:. 


LOHDOM 

MoausATm 

OBRE ARE the latest pians from 

Committee of 100 for their 
November 27 demonstration against the 
war in Vietnam. 

There will be three assembly points. 
Marchers wifi leave at 5,45 p.m, from 
Momington Crcsccnl in the North. 
Kennington Park from the South and 
the Albert Hall in the West. At the 
moment there^has been no arrangcTnents 
made for a march to start out from the 
East End. All the separate columns 
will go TO the Embankment by Charing 
Cross where a torchlight procession will 
go to Parliament Square, Whitehall. 
Trafalgar Square. New Oxford Street 
Shaftesbury Avenue, Piccadilly* back to 
Trafalgar Square* Strand* Fleet Street 
ending up at $t. Paul's for a short meet¬ 
ing, Peace organisaticins taking part 
include young and old CND, PPU, 
BCPV* and support has been promised 
from the Universities* 
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Attempted Murder 
in Fleet Street 


A T 5 P.M. on Friday. October 29* 
^ 72 workers aT Exchange Tele¬ 
graph (EXTEL) were informed liiai 
ihm services would no lunger be 
reti aired after Decern be i 31, Ex tel 
had arbiirariJy decided to close 
down its pariiamemar>- and home 
news sen ices. 

This is the Skfr - Chronic!^ 
MURDER all ovci again, the 
clitrcreiice is merely one of numbers 
of workers involved, but to indivi¬ 
dual workers concerned the result 
is the same the SACK, 

Before anyone goes into tears 
about Ex tel having its back to the 
wall and running at a loss for years, 
the facts are. Ex tel is doing very 
nicely, it is closely linked with Glyn 
Mills the bankers. l.asL year it 
earned record profits with a divi¬ 
dend raise of approx. 20 lo 25 ;■ . 

The major part of Exicl business 
is supplying racing news to belting 
shops and the City 'ticker’ service. 
Racing is a money-making big 
business, for ali concerned (other 
than the puniers). The City Uickcr’ 
service speaks for itself so protii- 
wise Ex tel have no worries. 

What Exchange Telegrapli are 
doing, in fact, is cutting out the 
FI N A NCI AL DEADWOOD, A 
few y^ears ago it closed its overseas 
offices to concentrate on its home 
service. 

The only consideration of the 
company is to make more money 
(do we expect any different?): the 
question of providing a public ser¬ 
vice doesn't arise. As the Gmrdiun 
stated on Li Lb5: ‘llicy are the 
proprietors, of a news agency , and 
have r5'reTil'®'bcr thrft rhe^arc pro¬ 
viding a public service. That in us! 
at times lead them lo modify strictly 
commercial calcula Lions/ 

By 5 p.m. on October 29, strong 
protests had been made both by 
broads;ist and publishing against the 
closure. On Monday, November L 
the V orkers concerned decided to 
set up a Defence Committee aJid 


Contact Column 

AL'iionitiiodaJlut]- Amrchial couple with 
JtiEi. U:iugbt«:r uic seeking auxim- 
TFi-<: Tton unywlt^r in Loridon/Soutli 
hn^iiiid in return for house- 

worL garden ing, etc Fa user, 242 

Ainv^htiry Avefluc, Streuthstm. ?i.W.2. 

Stui1% niuc Star Movcnicnt. 

t spuaking, sell-expression. 

Lfciilnc cumniunic^tlon. All wel¬ 
come. Sfher d(>ria!iun 7.0-51.30 pun. 
MondavN Novenrber I, 15, 22. 29 at 
I' hrmcv Walcv Terrace, W.2. 

Prn|i‘4'i*c for Feure fJuitferetKLs Hirming- 
ham November 13. *ijt Buhvme' 
Aston Street. 2 30 p.m,-H pun. 
Speakers. To-m McAlpinc. Phillip 
Seed 3tnd cKticrjv Film,**, diveus^ion 
and W'urking 

C4Jiict*rd rtiL>;itrc f^rtiup. 'George Wush- 
infjtufi Crosisiiig the Dclawrioe' and 
*ln the ruunoy fT ibc Blind' King 
Getirgc% t Jall tire.ii Kiivsell St reel, 
Tliursdtiy, I riday. Saturday. Nomit- 
her M. 12. 13 at 8 p.m 

Co-op, Suppun an ar^archn^i group 
indireeTJy. Anyofie. any%vJiere in 
BiiUrin. uMr3g the f’(>*r>pe.fiinvc can 
suppori Birmingham Ar^uftlust 
t/roup by qiioHng our niiriitKi. 
BK^723. 

Net* Foiicr 

Wa.r Want 

Wane Why? 

Pohtics! 

31d. each plus posiage. Orders to 
Bill Slicker, c/o l?a Mm well Knad, 
London, S,W,h. 

Japanese rL-rt-Friintl. I Fi-lCiitJicr Dis 
missed for politjcaJ Jtleasi wx>iild 
welcome Fnplish currcipomleEit 
pen a* Hiid anti-himib idcti^ v 

O. h'Likuda, l^Piir Barn, Nakamiir:i-Shi, 
Kiidi -Ken. Japan. 

N«w />abnd Fedemllon of AnardilsU. 
First Annual Congress, December 
26 to January 6, Enquiries Bo.n 
5455. Auckland Cl. NZ. 

0 you wbb to makr copiaci let lu know 


cmbiirk upon a nation-wide cam¬ 
paign to prevent the proposed 
closure. An a mend men! calling for 
immctiialc strike action was sus¬ 
pended at this stage for coiisidcra- 
lion if necessary a1 a future dale. 
Within 24 hours ihc lirsi offkia! 
union delegation marched into the 
Exiel boardroom foi' the first belated 
consultation. And 24 hours later 
leaders of the Printing and Kindred 
Trades Federalion tPKTF) de¬ 
manded from the managemeni an 
explanation and urged that steps 
should be taken Lo stop the shuL 
down, 

Mr. Granville Eastwood, general 
secretary of Ihe PKTF* issued this 
statement afterwards: 

There was a valuable exchange 
of views and it w'as agreed between 
the Federation representatives and 
the Company that everything should 
be done to prevent a cessation of the 
General Homes and Parliameniajry 
News Services although it was 
acknowledged that financial ob¬ 
stacles were considerable. It was 
agreed that any aaion would need 
to be taken quickly and arrange¬ 
ments have been made for repre¬ 
sentatives of the PKTF to sec the 
Newspaper Proprietors Association 
and the President of the Board of 
Trade on Friday of this week.’ 

On November 2* a letter was sent 
by the Defence Committee to 
George Brown pointing out the 
obvious dangers—the danger of 
restricted channels for the dissemi¬ 
nation of news, the danger of sheer 
commercial self-s uteresi. The letter 
calls for a thorougii investigation if 
the 

menl. Whatever is brought to light 
by such a study would be of benefit 
to the iiational inieresi and not least 
to that of 72 members of Exchange 
1‘elegrapli staff now under notice of 
dismissal after years of service 
ranging up to half a century." 

On November 3, a leuer was sent 
to the Minister of Labour deploring 
retrograde managemeni technique 
of no consul la I ion wfhatsoeven The 
letter ends, ‘We would add that we 
have brouglu the matter to the 
auenlion of our unions through tlic 


Continued trofn peg* 1 

only in terms of exhibuionism and 
i>mpty proiesi rather Than real comniuni- 
caiion and tajiication: and Nor! holt 
curried u rvsolution advoi^aimg more 
umphasB on 'constructive Peace action 
profeciii? wlicilwr or noT this will remain 
a mere "paper resolution' remain,*, lo be 
sect) 

LUorlft were mude tu turn the VCND 
( 0 Vi./ard.v the Comm nice of ttX), but these 
were rc^ihledf. in rny view, rightly, as a 
lot of "fringe" support would be lost in 
lhi& way, and a 'fringe' can be 
eneouiageil to greater milituncy in time, 
A valiiini cffori, with which 1 xympa- 
Ihised, made hy llarpcjidcji Yl ND 
lu turn yf.NU loiiiUv padUsi, hut aguiii, 
and Jor rrmhlar reasuns. ihiv wufl ik- 
Jeated. amj a^ain probably righlly so: 
hut ji IS an LmooragiirH bign. 

Yf KJ> .due?, (IjafiUullv, resisted hwentl 
iifiernptu to jmpjjse membership: U 
•,i.ems lint Parly eaiiL' aje lud 'In' iil 
least, nul at the riiomeni 
A irmljon welcuiiiiiig The ne'A Miuiiitry 
of Dis-iuijatiK'nl leinUkij ilms an 

other iriek'v.iiil 'fed lieuinii’ sva% reeog. 
mse<l for tils ‘slirrUng fish' Uial it i> 

I he peneml (lend Whs tow.iiils local 
<ie(ion railkf ibar> central IscJ adiou. 
Though siitvA^ssful attempts were m;ulc 
In einpliasise llw need for unily iti ihe 
Peace MUOeoitiM. whuh might iimioy 
Mune of I lie more purBt’ elements in 
I lie Atuicliisl irmsenieni, 

A icNolulion on pease lese.iKh hoiu 
Miiulslone wii<i lemiued nlmugh passed 
oij n Mriiw viileh it is lo be smcerely 
tiopcd thill ihL line nf liaiuglil is tmi 
eoiit ph 'leb forgcUfeii, Im I he tmits ot 
real work in lliii liehl rould hv ol erin- 
scUerahle vtrloe. 


consdiutional chunneLs, and that 
the uiiinagepieni has belatedly 
agreed u> afti^r-tlie-event discus¬ 
sions." 

Mr, Douglas Jay, President of the 
Bi^ard of Trade, think that 

the closure of Exchange Telegraph 
services is an appropriate case for the 
Monopolies Commission but is mak¬ 
ing further enquiries to sec how far 
the facilities available to the public 
will be affected. 

To date numerous messages of 
sympathy and support have been 
received from various sections of 
the trade union movement, from 
Governmem information circles, 
from MBs and from other areas. 
Messages of support are heartening: 
messages of synipaliiy frighten me, 
being sorry doesn’t cost a light, in 
fact it can be an excuse for doing 
nothing. 

On Ifiursday, November It, the 
Extd Defence Committee is calling 
a mass meeting of all Fleet Street 
chapels at the Scottish Corporation 
Hall, Fetter Lane, at 6 pmi. The 
purpose of the meeting is to put the 
case for keeping the Extel services 
in being and to call for support for 
the actions being taken now and 
that may be taken in the future. 

In the last couple of years or so 
there have been many closures in 
the printing industry with print- 
workers being sacked. Printing 
honses have either amalgamated, 
left London, or have claimed lo 
have gone broke. Extel puts for¬ 
ward none of these reasons for the 
closure—they Jisl want to make a 
bigger profil ir^ixsctive. 

Pirntworkers cafinbl accept ihif, 
there can be a A>ssibie solution. 
The NatiouaJ Pra^ jpity more for the 
service Extel provide* plus Extel 
subsidising from their lueradve 
revenue from racing, plus the "City’ 
coughing up more from their Stock 
Exch angc i ra nsapttGns. 

We are always being told w^e tiiusl 
work for the good of the nation, 
here is a chance for Extel to come 
forth as a shining beacon of 
patriotism. 'News’ for the benefit 
of all. 

Bill CHRismpirER. 


An entire section of the confereoce 
w'as devoted to discussion on Vietnam, 
with swords often crossed between the 
'Communist w'irig" represented chiefly by 
Barking YCND who, in one resolution, 
applauded the 'outsiAnding restraint and 
political maturlly of the North Viet¬ 
namese Government' and Ihc "Anarchist 
wing'. Tlic Barking resolution was 
luckily withdrawn in favour of a 
nam composite—which read thus:— 

'This conference depions Ihe British 
Government's support of US policies in 
Vietnam, w^bich thrcalcp to escalate 
info a world war. li calls upon ihc 
British Government to use its mfluence 

10 stop the bombing of North Vietnam 
jis a firsi slage la peace. It asks for the 
recogniUaii of llie Governmcnl of the 
Peoples' Kepuhlic of Nonli Vielnain. 

11 L*aIU for (be brjugUii! logelher <4 the 
pari lei piiiilf) Ilf r he fjeneva Conference 
of l'JS4, fiiijeElier wllh Ihe repnvciiUUivei, 
id Ihe N* I and ii ii^ks Umt (he Inlcr- 
ntiiifuiitl ( oii1rn| nnnnilfiiiion set up bv 
I lull (.ord ereiiiv slunihl tcfiirn to Souili 
Viuliuun In Mipif^iw a Leu%e fire Ihe 
wjihdmwal nt fordH" himilhI loues. 
esfievjally U.S BiretfS. nnti the hoMing ot 
Jiee elci,:])iins wiihimr prejudice to (he 
cvcnUuil reLJiiilivation i>f d^c eounliy. 
ufivisiiged in ihe Geneva Aereeitien/ 

In r^iinjiiuuy ii on (he whole, :t 
gij.iJ Minfcreuce fur fh*^ fnorc I iber 
larian elciiTeiils Di^illuvionmeni wifh (he 
paveni 'lurv' Governnu-'rii’s masquerade 
a\ '^Hia(i>-T v\,-is duly cHpressiiii and en- 
doiM.‘d over uni! over hk**!*^' 
fererice a I mo had (he gt*od ^arnse (o 
jiVMjd. ku ihe iinisl f*arl. (ht pitlali'' of 
doclnnaiie kMafiitifiunisni advvHaied by 
Uie 'Coinnuirusi hUje' ol VC Nl> 

JtM HUtXiOS 
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PRESSURE GROUP 
OR A MOVEMENT ? 


^RADE UNIONS in this country have 
^ always been reformist organisation,s 
without any revolutionary programme. 
They liave worked widiin the frame¬ 
work of capitalism, gaining wage in¬ 
creases and winning better working con- 
dUions for their members. In fact, 
they performed Lhe job they w*ere 
created for, safeguarding the interests 
of and winning improvements for work¬ 
ing people. 

When one looks at them today, it 
often seems that they are now' doing 
just the opposite of this. Nowadays the 
union leaders are so tied to the political 
wing, especially now that it is in power, 
that it is the 'national' i.e. employers' 
inicrcsis that are put first and those of 
the union members come a badly placed 
second. Even with the increase in pro¬ 
fits, the unions are failing to get a 
reasonable share of these and oven as 
reformist unions, they are failing their 
members. 

To combat this son of things workers 
have got together and set up their owm 
organisation. These unoflficial groupings 
in IndusU*ies have come under attack, 
not only from the employers, but also 
from the union leaderships. They have 
received widespread coverage io the 
national press, the portworkers, power- 
workers and exhibition w*orkers, being 
examples of this. 

A ITEAITUT' SIGN 

.As .Anarehists. we are glad to see 
these groupings funclioning. for they 
are a healthy sign. There are. of course, 
official channels for members to use to 
pul forward their owm ideas and 
policies, and according to union coosti- 
Lutions, it is the member who makes 
policy, but an increasing number of 
union members are seeing that this gets 
them nowhere and so the unofficial 
groupings are being Formed. 

Having gone this far, what are the 
aims of such a body? Obviously it will 
put forward some sort of programme 
which it feels will have the support of 
the workers in that industry, and by so 
doing, it will act as a pressure group 
upon their own union leaders. This is 
inevitable, but the function of lhe un- 



offieial grouping should be to go beyond 
that of being a pressure greup. Is it 
formed to trj^ to change union officials 
and leaders, to utilise the official union 
channels to gain certain policies, to 
support official policies, to try to prevent 
any compromises during negotiations, or 
to try to build a rank and file movement 
within the indust^? 1 feel the latter 
should be the prime activity. 

If rank and file movements can be 
formed in industries, then they inevitably 
exert pressure on union leaders, and so 
a movement should be aimed for that is 
strong enough to by-pas.s this leadership. 
In my own industry, that of building, 
wo have an unofficial grouping made up 
of labourers, carpenters, plumbers, etc. 
This, the London Joint Sites Com* 
mittee, has done tremendous wort and , 
during this year has achieved two major 
viinories, one the preventing of the 
sackings of known militants on the 
Sun ley's site in Horseferry Road and the 
other, the recent victory over Turriffs on 
the Barbican Job. This is the sort of 
thing that can be done if only siewards 
and other workers get together. 

Surely, by now. we have seen the 
uselessness of voting for this or that 
union leader or of^ial You cannot 
even do this in the Transport and 
General ’Workers' Union where all 
officials arc appointed. It h not only 
useless, but w^e are also harming our¬ 
selves for we are giving power, which 
should remain in our hands, lo some¬ 
one else. 

Our Qwti works organisation can lint 
up with other factories in the indu-tfry 
to form a strong movement which can 
gain the demands put forward by the 
rank and file. By having control on this 
level active participation "in these 
struggles will rai-sc the consciousness of 
workers to further demands which go 
beyond wages and conditions. 

If workers can build up. run and 
control their own organisations and not 
hand over power to union bureaucrats, 
then this is a major step forward, in 
that the structure of these organisations 
surely reflets how'^ mdustry should be 
run. P,T 


LEnER 


Admirable Idea, 

Dear Comrades, 

Onco again on the back page of 
FrE'KTOM I noUce fid vocation of the 
admirable idea that striking busmen 
should take iheir buses out but nuf col- 
kt'i fiififs. There is, however, a possi¬ 
bility that such action, dTecUve though 
it would prove, could lead to disaster. I 
itm thinking of the legal position. If 
busmen take out a bus and carry pas- 
senger^ for nothing, then it seems lo me 
They would be running an illegal bus 
service- and that the insurers svouUl 
lake TU> responsibility in the case of. 
say, an Ewcideni involving a passeiigcr- 
of tiiuulier motor vehicle- ThAis ihiftiug 
Ihc ies[vonsibt1iiy firmly imio the 

, . . they couldii*t ail 

f timt tfUide \otnc vtjguifur.t /nfo thf 
U*vtti raised by Cftrts Titnant't m 

his ivtta. 

iMudtm inmsfiittt havi‘ been arnnhuL 
hv f'arifmurnt. the .m/c tn f)r<ndih% 

fitr pay me lit af a lure, u hu,s vcrvHc and 
any aUempl hy arher to do the 

Mate UiUiid a breach of this 

riyhl iwd ivintld iherrfori' /jc itletuti ft 
fidhH\s that if the huxttu n ttmk the httxe.s 
out, but did ttaf ndlevt fatex. they wauid 
flat be pravtdiitx; uti iUffiuJ .rcn’fiv totil 
London Iranxptnt wotdd bave no lefial 
redress. 

/ he httXnirtt, hinA'eeet. seiadd be in 
bteuih of Uieir tontruit svith London 
Tiwixpiut. in tfmi they would not be 


but... 

shoulders of the men manning the bus— 
this is Lhe prime legal liability of such 
action, and as damages could mu into 
thou?amds, a busman could be financi^ly 
crippled for life if a successful action 
wus brought against him by an injured 
party. Again, trespass and larceny 
charges could presumably be brought 
against busmen taking out buses with the 
intention of ffmuing the terms of their 
contract. 

This as^l see it is the lettai siiuatioo, 
though it may be that P.T and Moynse 
have already had thoughts on ihc matter. 
Fraternally yours. 

Cull is Tortlance, 

30.10.65 

ba Sacked ! 

"performing their dtttie.x properly". In ' 

this (hey cotdd he dixtipHned, even to 
the extent of beiny sitcked, but if this 
1 / widespread annptiipu they would 
hardly all he sacked, for London Trans¬ 
port would then be placed in a Hdknhus 
poMtion. In the event of the so-called 
'rhiydeadeis' helny sacked, such action, 
no doubt, ivotdd he followed by sympathy 
■wppiwt from other busmen in the 
country and possibly from other workers. 

I! if/i regard to ItahilUy In the case of 
on actkJent, because there would be no 
if nest ion of the busmen'x action beinp 
illt^iiL Umdon Transport, and through 
them their insturrs. wotdd be liable for 
any claims. p.T, 

















